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A Good “Hook”
Just like fishermen use a hook to catch fish, authors use different strategies to “catch” readers. One thing authors do is make their first sentence or two interesting for the reader. This makes the reader WANT to keep reading. 

Dialogue (Talking): “Wake up!” my mom shouted.

Question: Have you ever been late on the first day of school? 

Snapshot of a small moment: My eyelids slowly opened and I wondered why it was so bright.  I gasped and reached for my clock. 
Flashback (describes a past event): I have only slept in once, but it turned out to be one of the worst mistakes I’ve made!
Sound Effect (Onomatopoeia): BOOM! My textbook dropped down to the cold floor when I saw a shadow through my window..  
Action: I jumped out of bed, raced to the closest and threw on an outfit. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Foreshadowing: If only Brandon had known the danger before he stepped into the forest. 
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Bold Beginnings: Ways to Start a Story

Onomatopoela: Boom! The shot rang out
inthe dark of the night, but no one could
tellwhere it came from.
Snapshot Setting: The huge vines
wrapped around the ancient trees. The
Teaves were so thick they blocked out the
sunlight. Small animals scamperedalong
the forest floor.
Snapshot Character: At feet, 5 inches,
Brandon towered above the others. His
blue green eyes searched the night for the
source of the sound, but he saw nothing.
Foreshadowing: Ifonly Brandon had
known the danger before he stepped into
the forest.
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“Buzzzzzz!" The sound of
my alarm clock droned in
my ears as I struggled to
come awake. With a start,
I sat straight up in my bed.
This was my big da

had to be on time.
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their heart to stop dead still.
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as I raced toward the waiting
yellow school bus. As I nestled
into the worn leather seat, I was
greeted by the friendly voices of
other excited kids. The look on
my face was one of confidence
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