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Decision Making in Ancient Athens: The Assembly
Pillars of Athenian Democracy= The Assembly + Council of 500 + The Court

· Meetings took place ~40 times a year (every 8 to 10 days)
· At least 6000 members of the Assembly needed to be present if voting on a decision
· Discuss: war and peace, treaties, religion, taxes, construction of ships, private concerns, etc. 
· Met in Pnyx (pu-NINKS) – make speeches, debate, listen, discuss, vote
· DIRECT DEMOCRACY (citizen vote and are involved directly) vs. REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY (we have elected representatives to vote or represent the citizens) 
· Voting was done by show of hands or rocks (white/brown)
· DECREE- decision made by people who are in authority


