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· Like a dirty snowball 
· Made of ice and dirt, and some organic matter (compounds containing carbon)

Asteroids
· Chunks of rock (vary in sizes)
· Thousands of asteroids that travel through the solar system and are crossing the orbit of the planets.
· It is thought that one of these asteroids collided with the Earth about 65 million years ago and brought on the extinction of the dinosaurs.  
· They orbit the Sun between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. 
· About 3000 asteroids have been discovered.
· Can go off course and crash into a nearby planet
· The asteroid would be attracted by the planet’s force of gravity.- pulled into planet’s orbit, may become a moon, or may crash into the planet
· Many objects/meteors which enter the Earth’s atmosphere burn up completely before hitting Earth (heated by friction).  Some larger meteors have hit Earth.  

