Conductors and Insulators

Conductors are materials that have freely moving electrons. This allows electricity to flow easily through them, therefore, completing the circuit. Materials made out of metal, such as nails, paperclips, scissors, keys, tacks, and pins are all conductors. Good conductors include copper, silver and salt water. Most wiring is made from copper.

Insulators are materials that hold onto their electrons very tightly. These materials do not permit electricity to flow easily through them, therefore they do not complete the circuit. Materials that are non-metals such as plastic, glass, chalk, wood and Styrofoam are all insulators.
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