Big Idea:
At a crime scene, investigators study various types of evidence and link them to possible sources.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity: Making Tracks
Question: Do all tires have the same tread?
Materials:
· 
· Tires (cars, bikes, etc.)
· Wax crayons
· Newspaper print
· Master #13

PART A
Procedure:
1. Examine each tire; looking for differences in the tread patterns (spacing, depth, shape, and design), evidence of wear, size and possible damage to the tire surface.
2. Place the paper on an area of the tire, and make a rubbing using wax crayons.  Do this for each tire. 
3. Develop a system of categories for classifying the tire prints.  Use the manila tag provided.  Please include the titles of your categories.  
4. Complete Master #13.  Analyze two different tires and record their observations on this Master.
PART B
Answer the following questions.  
1. Are all tires the same? _____________________________________________________

2. Is a tire from one manufacturer the same as a tire from another manufacturer? 

________________________________________________________________________

3. Do all vehicles have the same tires? __________________________________________

4. Do trucks use the same tires as cars? _________________________________________

5. Do minivans have the same tires as cars and trucks? _____________________________

PART C (no written work required for this part)

Examine tire ads from the newspaper or flyers.  Compare tire treads from different ads.


Activity: Making Tracks Notes
Samples of tires from the same manufacturer will be similar because they are made on the same machines; or tire treads from different vehicles will be different because different vehicles have tires from different manufacturers, etc. 
Investigators use castings as a technique for gathering tire or footprint evidence from a site. 
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