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At a crime scene, investigators study various types of evidence and link them to possible sources.

Activity: Lifting Latent Prints
Materials:
· 
· Clear tape 
· Magnifying glasses
· Paper towels 
· Black construction paper
· Dust masks (optional, in case of allergies)
· White powders (e.g. corn starch, talc, flour)- in place of Graphite powder
· Soft-bristled paint brushes
· Glass beaker or clear plastic cups


Procedure:
Part A
1. What is a latent print?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part B
1. Rub finger tips on the glass beaker/plastic cup to ensure they have some oil on them. 
2. Roll your finger left to right, leaving a print on the face/sculp.
3. Lightly brush the white powder over the print.  (Use very little powder).
4. Carefully blow the excess powder off the print. The print should now be visible.
5. Use clear tape to lift the print by pressing the tape gently onto the print and lifting it.
6. Place the tape on black paper to show the print clearly.

Part C
1. Try lifting prints from a variety of surfaces in the room.  Please clean areas with a wet paper towel once you have lifted your print(s).



Part D
Answer the following questions using complete sentences and specific details.

1. Are fingerprints always an effective way to identify a suspect? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the limitations of fingerprints as evidence?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. From which surfaces was it easiest to dust and lift latent prints?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do some surfaces not hold or reveal prints?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






Part E: Extension Activity

Research ONE other type of print:
· Bullet prints
· Voice prints
· Eye (iris) prints
· Bare foot prints
· DNA prints

Create a poster illustrating what you have learned about your chosen print (bullet, voice, eye, etc.).  Please use a white, legal sized sheet of paper.  Keep QUALITY in mind! 

Planning: 


















Activity: Lifting Latent Prints Notes

· Sometimes experts have limited success lifting prints

· Solid smooth surfaces such as glass and mirrors will produce the best fingerprints for lifting whereas porous, or rough surfaces produce the poorest fingerprints for this purpose.  

· Graphite powder (can be used to lubricate locks) – available at hardware or art stores.  

· Dark gray powder
· Works well but is messier because it is the consistency of fine pencil lead shavings
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