Activity: Hot Stuff!

In this activity, you will learn batteries produce electricity and the effect of “short circuiting” a battery.

Question:
Does a battery produce electricity?

Materials: (per student or student group)

· 1 D-cell battery
· 1 wire
· wire stripper or scissors
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Procedure:

1. Strip the wire from both ends of the wire to expose about 2 cm of the copper core.
2. Connect one end of the wire to the base (negative terminal) of your battery. Hold it with
your thumb.

Connect the other end of the wire to the top (positive terminal) of your battery. holding it
with your pointer finger.

i

Observations:
4. Draw arrows in the diagram below to show the flow of electricity.
Inference:

Your battery has 1.5V of electricity running through it. Imagine the heat that would be produced
with 120V of household current!




