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BIG IDE‘A’ Democracg is influences bg Past societies.

What is a wampum?

Thisisa special belt, created bg women, and made of specia! shells in the colours of white and
Purp!c. E_ach belt contained a different message that was suggcsted to be serious and sincere, dePending

on who made it.

Canacla has written a set of rules , the Constitution and the ]roquois comcederacg was established based
the the Great Law of Fcacc. Onc way that the lroquois were able to remember the Great Law was bg

using a wampum belt.

One person was responsible for caring for the wampum and reading of the bclt, bead bg bead. Each
wampum keeper was selected at a young age and trained to read, care and taught

to remember the information and retell it in a Poctic way.

T he Hiawatha Wampum

Wit!ﬁout having access to writing materials, there was no way to record the (areat | _aw. Using the wampum
beacls, a belt was created that shows the 5 origirxal nations begin connected with a row of white

beads. T his row represents the Patl’l of peace between all the nations.
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SENECA CAYUGA ONONDAGA NATION ONEIDA MOHAWK

NATION NATION Keepers of the Central Fire NATION NATION
Keepers of the and the heart of the Five Keepers of the
Western Door Nations loyal to the Great Eastern Door

Law of Peace


https://sites.google.com/site/mrsmunrossocialstudies/home/chapter-4--the-iroquois-confederacy/goog_1533845097
https://sites.google.com/site/mrsmunrossocialstudies/home/chapter-4--the-iroquois-confederacy/goog_1533845097
http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/education/HaudenosauneeGuide.pdf

Who Was Hiawatha (Hagchwatha)?

e Pelieved that he lived sometime between 1100-1450
° Helped promote peace among [Haudenosaunee
° Story: T adodaho (chief of Onondaga) was not interested in peace. [He was an evil man who
caused death of [Jiawatha’s three daughters. ]n his saclness, [Hiawatha went to live alone in forest.
He put shells on a string as he thought about his daughters‘ This was the F]KST wampum.
o) Fcaccmaker found Fliawatha. Hiawatlﬁa was so sad that he could not see, l'm:arJ or sPcak} so
the Feacemaker comforted him.
o} Feacemaker wiPecl the tears from [Jiawatha’s

r

eyes with soft deerskin, he removed obstruction

in Fliawatha’s ear with a feather and gave him
cool water to clrink, which cleared obstruction
in his throat.

o} Hiawat%a spread the goocl word of peace with
the Feacemaker and cleared the evil from the
mind of Tacloclaho. This allowed the
Ononc}aga Nation tojoin the Comcecleracg.

o [Flicture courtesy of
www.biographq.com/’peo,ple/hiawatha~
9558091

How Was the Comccclcracy Structurcd?

You can compare the comcederacg to the longiﬁouse; the longhouse Protectecl each 1Cami15 member from the

enemies and the comcecleracg stretched over the whole terri’corg, Protec’cirxg the Six Nations.

The Cl-licmcs
The cluty of the chiefs was to teach and sPiritua”g guide their Pcople, as well as remind the People of how

the (reator wanted them to live their lives in peace.

Although the chiefs were the same as everyone in the ’cribe, they were treated with great resPcc’c because
of their wisdom and other sPecial qualities. Not only did thcg take care of the (areat Law of Feace, tlneg
had many other rcsponsibilitics:

o careforthe welfare and affairs of the clan, nation and the Comcedcracy.

. upl’]old the rule of law in their societg


http://www.biography.com/people/hiawatha-9338091
http://www.biography.com/people/hiawatha-9338091

Other C hiets

e War chiefs - selected by the nation to sit on the (Grand council, during war time.
e Pine Tree Chiefs - selected tojoin the (Grand Coundil, bg the chiefs, because tl’leg had a special

interested in Public affairs and showed sPecial abilities.

Thc Grand Council
This is a group of 50 chiefs who rePresent the Six Nations.

e Mohawk Nation - 9 chiefs

. Oncida Natior\ ~9 chiefs (Tuscarora was not Par’c of the Comceclcracy gct and were rCPrescnted
by the Oneicla Chi@cs)

o Ononclaga Nation - 14 chiefs

. Cayuga Nation - 10 chiefs

o Seneca Nation - 8 chiefs

Thc Real Boss
The clan mother was the onlg person who could remove a chief from his Posi’cion, if she felt he was not doing

hisjob ProPerb. Some reasons might be:

. committing a serious crime
e not a’ctcncling (srand Council meetings
e not Iistening to the PeoPIe or rePresenting their views

e not looking after the welfare of his Pcoplc

The clan mother would be rcsponsib]e for sclecting the new chief. She also made sure all decisions made
bg the (Grand Council were "in line" with the Cireat | aw of Peace and that all voices were heard and

treated rcsPechCu”g.
T he Seventh Generation
5cncrati0n ~the descendants in aline of a xcamilg.

T he seventh generation was somet}wing to consider, when making decision for the group. Al changcs and
choices made for the clan would affect the 7th generation, more than 200 years in the future.

We exPect our government to do the same for us. Do you think that our governments are Passing laws

which are strong cnough to Protect our environment? Hea!th care? }"luman rights?



How Were Decisions Made in the ]roquois Confcdcracg?

[ow do PeoPlc Participate in the decision making process in Canada?
[Jow did the Peoplc of Ancient Athens Participa’cc in the decision making process?

Decision Making,

nder the (Great | _aw, democratic principles were built into the decision making process:
princip S P

o equalitg among all chie?s) in the (Grand Council with the same level of authority
e both men and women shared authoritg
o menwere nominated as chiefs (malc aut!nority) }33 women (chale authoritg)
o bothmenand women bc!onged to the mother's clan (giving women authority}
o theclan sgs’cem ensured no one nation could over take the comcecleracy. Logalties were SP]H:

between the clan and the nation, which helped maintain democracy and unity in the Comccderacg

Decisions by (Consensus

The (areat | aw allows everyone to voice opinions and agree upon decisions tlﬂrough consensus

Conscnsus - all People affected by a decision have an equa] voice

|n order for consensus to work, Pcop]e must be opemminded and wi”ing to think c]eeplg about issues and
what other Pcopics’ ideas and suggestions are. Although the decision may not be their first choicc, for
what is best to all in the group, theg must be wi”ing to support it.

How does the social structure of the Comccclcracg encourage consensus decision making?
Wl’lg do you think Pcople must be opcn—mindcd in order for consensus decision making to work?
Mang times, PeoPlc disagrec with issues, in Canacla‘ [How do these PeoPlc show they clisagree with

government decisions?



Decision Making in the Grand C ouncil
T he chiefs were divided bg nations in order to fulfill rolls for the (Grand Council.

Grand Council Decision Making Process

An Issue If Mohawk,
1 Senec, Maohawk
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Consulting the Clans

There were times when the Granc{ Counci! were required to return to each chiefs clan and heard what the
clan thought about a certain toPic. \/\/herx this took Place, there was certain steps taken to ensure the voice

of the peop[e was heard:

5tcP I: C]an meeting was held; men, women, children and elders were given a chance to sPeak

Stcp 2: (lan mothers informed their chief what decision was made tl'lrough consensus

Stcp 3. (Clan chief carried the decision to the (Council of the (Chiefs of the nation
StcP 4 The Counci] of the Chie]cs of the nation brought the decision to the Grand Counci]



